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THOMAS KODNEY. 
BY SIMON GRATZ, ESQ. 

Among the Sons of Delaware who were most noted 
for patriotism during the Revolutionary struggle, 
Caesar Rodney and his brother Thomas stand in the 
front rank. Caesar is so well known as; one of the 
Signers of the Declaration of Independence that no 
further mention of him is needed for the purposes of 
this paper. 

Thomas, his younger brother, was born in Sussex 
County, Delaware, on June 4, 1744. He received as 
good an education as could be had at that time in a 
small country town, and then prepared himself to enter 
the legal profession. He was a member of the Council 
of Safety of Delaware in 1775. On August 15, 1777, he 
was appointed clerk of the Supreme Court of Delaware. 
He was Colonel of the Militia of his native State during 
part of the Revolutionary War, and rendered valuable 
service. In 1778 he was appointed Chief Justice of the 
Kent County Court. He was one of Delaware's repre- 
sentatives in the Continental Congress from 1781 to 
1783, and from 1785 to 1787; residing in Philadelphia 
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2 Thomas Rodney. 

during part of this time. In 1787, he was Speaker of the 
Assembly of Delaware. 

His son, Caesar Augustus — afterwards IT. S. Senator 
from Delaware and Attorney-General of the IT. S. in 
President Jefferson's cabinet — spent several years of 
his boyhood in Philadelphia as a member of the family 
of Rev. Dr. Samuel Magaw, a noted clergyman and 
teacher of that city, to whose care his education had 
been entrusted. 

On June 13, 1791, being unable to discharge certain 
debts due by him, he was arrested on a writ of Capias 
ad Satisfaciendum, and confined in the prison at Dover 
until August 30, 1792. Imprisonment for this cause 
meant nothing more than that the debtor was not 
allowed to leave the place of confinement: in other re- 
spects he enjoyed personal freedom. Eodney's friends 
visited him constantly; and he spent the greater part 
of his time in writing letters, papers on scientific and 
other subjects, and poetry. For the latter diversion he 
seems to have had a great fondness. 

In the year 1803 he received an appointment as U. S. 
Judge for the Mississippi Territory; an office that he 
held up to the time of his death on January 2, 1811, 
enjoying great popularity with the residents of this 
newly settled country. The town of Rodney was named 
in his honor. 

The contents of the letters which are transcribed 
either in whole or in part in this paper are very diversi- 
fied. Most of them were written to his son Cassar who, 
for many years, was thus regularly informed of the 
occurrences in which his father was an actor. They 
give us interesting details of his journey, by stage and 
boat, to what was then regarded as the far west ; and a 
fund of information about life in the Mississippi Terri- 
tory, the chief political events occurring there, and the 
men who were most prominent in them. 
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Thomas Rodney to George B. Rodney (London.) 

Dover near Philadelphia, North America, 

May 14, 1770. 

Looking over an Antient piece of manuscript (wrote 
by Sir Edward Rodney) which Contains a Historical 
account of Our Family for Eight-Hundred years back, 
I was Induced to believe that you S r . are a branch of the 
Same Famaly, and therefore, have presumed to write 
to you as a Eelation, not Doubting Tho ' the Great Dis- 
tinction & Difference between our Stations, but you'l be 
Glad to hear of so near a Relation of your Own Name, 
as I presume there are few of that Name in England or 
even any where Else in the British Dominions, you be- 
ing the only one I have heard on Now Living, Except 
my Two brothers. 

S r . John D e Rodeney (so the name was wrote then) 
who by the History appears to be the only person of 
the name, in his time, had four Sons Edward, Henry, 
George & William, — Edward being the Eldest Heir'd 
the Estate at Rodney's Stoke &c which he broke the 
Entail and will'd amongst his five Daughters, thro' per- 
swations of his wife, in Lieu of which he wrote the 
above mentioned History; Henry, the 2 d . Son there is 
no account of; George the 3 d . Son Married Ann Lakes, 
Daughter of S r . Thomas Lakes, & widow to the Lord 
Ross; and William the 4th Son Married Alu Csesar 
Daughter of S r . Thomas Caesar, by whom he had several 
sons, but I have an Ace', of none but Two viz : Caesar 
Rodney who died in Antiqua, & William Rodney, who 
Came over to America, about the year 1680, and Settled 
in this County, where During his Life he held all the 
Most Honourable posts in it, which now are occupy 'd 
by my Eldest brother, who also has the best Estate in 
the place; — I being the youngest Son fell Heir to no 
part of the Estate, but have Lived altogether with my 
brother who is Very Kind; and being Very young yet 
have not been Recommended to any post Except that 
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of a Siole Magistrate — I shall Trouble you no Farther 
with an Ace', of our Famaly, this much being only by 
way of Excuse for my writing, these few Lines, which 
I was Induced to Do for the Reason af s d : together with 
the Love I have for the Man Who's Noble Deeds has 
aded so much Lusture & Glory to that Name, which I 
only have to Bost of, my fortune & Circumstances not 
permitting Me to Do more tho' my Soul wou'd fain 
Transen'd these narrow bounds; 
Yet Humble as my Station is 
Reveal 'd to me belong 
(heavenly privilege) Immortal Song 

Which if I Live hereafter Shall Reherse 
Your Name and Actions in Immortal Verse 

From S 1 '. your 

Ever Loving Coz: 
Thomas Rodney 
N.B. If you Shou'd ever be Kind Enough to write to 
Me Direct your Letters as follows — 

To 
Thomas Rodney Esq r : in 

Dover & 
To the Care of And w . Doz 
in 
Philadelphia 

Thomas Rodney to Mrs. Betsey Rodney. 

Philadelphia March 17th 1772. 
My dear 

I have not got an Answer yet Concerning the House 
in Spruce Street but Expect to have one this week, and 
hope to have Everything in Order, to Receive you, by 
the first of Aprill — I have bespoke Some furniture 
Viz 4 . 1 Dining Table; 1 Brakefast Table; Two bed- 
steads, one high & one Low; 6 Chairs — and 6 winsor 
Chairs — which are to be ready by that time — and am 
Collecting such other things as are Necessary for 
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Housekeeping — but I am afraid the weather and Boads 
may prevent your being up so soon as I expect you — 
However I hope it will not be Long before I have the 
great satisfacti". of seeing you and our Lovly boy here 
in Philad": for be assured I am Very Desirous to see 
you both, who are the Chief objects of my Tender Love, 
and Happyness, in this Life — 

Tommy Fisher and Sally Logan is to be married this 
Evening; so that the Long wisht for day has Come at 
Last — I am informed by M r . B. Wynkoop that they 
Omit asking Cousins, and all those who are more dis- 
tantly Belated on account of there Famalys being so 
numerous on both sides — therefore I have jiot had any 
Invitation as I suppose — but shou'd not have gone If 
I had been invited, as I approve of having but Very 
Few present at such times; concluding it to be most 
agreeable — 

Tell sally her stays will be sent by the next shaloop — 
My Love to all Friends ; 

From your 

Affectionate 

Thomas Bodney 
P. S. yesterday Evening I Bec'd: a Very polite Ticket 
with an Invitation to Dine with the Bride & Groom to- 
day at M r . Logans, but Cant go as, you know, I have 
nothing but an Old Bagged Green Coat, and a pair of 
greesy Buckskin B s, which are not quite De- 
cent Enough to pay a Visit of that Kind in — 
March 18th. 

Thomas Rodney to William Peery. 

Dover Dec'. 30th 1775 
Sir 

Your letter of the 13th of this Instant I reed : at my 
return from Philad a : yesterday evening; whereby am 
informed that M r . Bobison was clear 'd by a majority 
of your Com : and that seven of the minority have pro- 
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tested against it as appears by the protest inclosed — 
It appears by your letter that the consideration of the 
Com: was not altogether whether M r . Eobison was 
guilty as he stood Charged; but Chiefly whether the 
former Com. had proceeded Legally or not ; and being 
of opinion that their proceedings was illegal, thought 
it suffitient ground upon which to grant his acquittal. — 
It is to be wished that this matter had been Conducted 
with that Solemn & judicial impartiality which alone 
could be suffitient to finally acquit or Condemn M r . Eobi- 
son in the Judgment of the world— but I suspect when 
this comes to be examined, it will not appear to have 
been the case; because there are two Com. one of 80 
the other of 40, or 50 members, whose determinations, 
are directly opposed to each other, & M r . Eobison stands 
between both neither acquitted nor condemned; which 
must be a disagreeable Situation and therefore if he 
relies on the testimony of his innocence, it is necessary 
for his own peace & Quiet that he should be heard be- 
fore the Council of Safety who are a superior body & 
living in distant parts of the Government, may be sup- 
posed to act in his case without partiality or prejudice, 
& therefore if they acquit him he will be again restored 
to the good opinion of the world — And if he be guilty 
of acting as an enemy to the American cause as has 
been alledged, it is the particular duty of the said Coun- 
cil to take notice of such — I shall therefore lay the 
proceedings of your Com : about this matter so far as 
they have Come to my Knowledge, before the Council 
of safety and move for M r . Eobison being sent for ; that 
the matter may be candidly and impartially heard and 
determined — and if he Can make it appear that he is 
a friend & not an enemy to the American Cause, he will 
find not a man more ready to acquit him, or to do it with 
more pleasure than myself, especially as ever before 
those Charges, he stood very high in my good opinion, 
as a good & worthy man — But if he should appear to 
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be an enemy to the sacred American Cause I confess he 
will find none more determined against such than I am. 

You are permitted to send Eobison a Copy of this 
part or the whole of this letter that he may have the 
Oportunity of Coming before the Council, If he chuses, 
without being sent for; wherein he may, be, and is 
hereby assured that he shall be protected from injury 
and insult, he submitting to the determination of the 
Council. 

As to that part of your letter respecting yourself our 
Committeemen who were present agree in memory — 
That your Com. made an Order that you should take as 
many of your men as you pleased, and bring the wit- 
nesses &c to the next meeting — upon which you moved 
that the Com : should pass a Eesolve to protect you in 
making use of force if it was necessary to bring them; 
which was Carried in the negative — Upon which the 
Chairman declared he would not sit in the Com. if they 
would not protect their officers — You then called for 
the yeas & nays which were entering when we came 
away all which no doubt the minutes of the Com. if 
regularly kept will show — I am with respect y rs . &c. 

Thomas Eodney 

Thomas Rodney and William Kitten to Capt n : Charles Pope. 

Dover June 9th 1776. 
Sir 

We are informed that Several persons especially the 
Col. Hazlett is threated to be Illtreated, and even to 
burn his House by persons at Duck Creek &c. We 
therefore request that you will remain with your Com- 
pany at Duck Creek 'till the Col : arrives, which will be 
Tomorrow afternoon — we will be answerable for your 

so doing — from 

Y r . Hum. Serv ts . 

Thomas Eodney 

Cap Charles Pope. William Killen. 
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Thomas Rodney to Ccesar Rodney. 

Trenton Jan y . 23 d 1777. 
I wrote by M r . Gormet ( 1 ) on Tuesday last, if he has 
gone on home perhaps you have got it soon, if not I 
know not by what hand you may receive it — We Con- 
tinue yet at Trenton but my brother intends to March 
for Prince Town Tomorrow. — He has not got a Bri- 
gade Major yet and seems desirous that I should Stay 
with him in that Caractor — But I am very anxious to 
see you, My Children & other friends, yet if my stay a 
few days longer will greatly serve my Country I cannot 
Tell how I can get my own Consent to leave it ; but the 
moment my services is unecessary here I shall push 
home with all speed where I know I am much wanting 
on many accounts, especially my own business — But it 
is not worth my while to have either business or prop- 
erty unless the American Cause be supported. Jersy is 
almost Totally Euined & nothing Can equal the Brutal 
Cruelty of the Savage Slaves of Brittain — "What they 
cannot Carry away they burn & destroy — nothing is 
sacred to their unhallow'd Hands. — The infirmaties 
of old age, the innocent weakness of Babes, and the 
delicate form of the female, it is their sport to insult 
and distress — In no form has distress been seen to 
meet from them one Humane act — Such Vilians cannot 
expect the smiles of Providence; But must expect to 
meet the powerful Arm of God waring against them — 
And I rejoice that this arm has been conspicu 8 . in our 
favour since we past the Delaware — with half their 
numbers and them mostly Malitia we have drove them 
from all their posts in Jersy except Brunswick & Am- 
boy — this was not our own Strength but the Finger of 
God was in it to bless and succeed our indeavours. The 
Delaware Malitia marched yesterday from Prince 
Town to headquarters at Morris Town — The army is 
increasing fast and have hemed the Enemy in almost on 
every side so that their foraging Parties are obliged 



Thomas Rodney. 9 

to consist of 7 or 800 men with field pieces, and they are 
so distressed that they are obliged to eat their Horses 
which are so poor they can Hardly walk — I believe 
our Gen 1 , will shortly move so close upon them with his 
main army that he will starve them — we have now 50 
pieces of fine artilery nearly all brass besides Howitz — 
and our Artilery at the Battell of Prince Town were far 
better served than that of the Enemy which the 
Prisoners Confest — almost every shot from ours was 
placed in the thick of them while theirs flew Harmless 
o 'er our heads — I have been from home so long that I 
know nothing of Famaly Affairs, but I hope you have 
been careful to get Bread and Meat to Eat, yet I am 
uneasy Least your Situation should have put it out of 
your power to provide as you would wish having no 
assistance except the Docf: who I make no doubt is 
very will g . to oblige you but has his own business &c. 
to take up his attention. I hope that you have not 
neglected to send my Horse upon receiving my letter, 
for you ? expects 

(Unfinished and unsigned) 

Thomas Rodney to Hon. John, Dickinson. 

Dover July 20th 1779. 
D\ Sir 

You will readily grant that it is evident from the 
Low credits of our Money, that the State of our 
finances is bad enough— Yet I think Congress is too 
much alarmed on this head, and are thereby urged into 
measures that Still Tend to depress the Credit of the 
Money — 'Tis well enough that they should alarm the 
people, that every exertion may be made by them to 
support Congress in their Measures for raising the 
value of the Money — but if Congress be Too much 
alarmed themselves, they will not be so likely to direct 
those exertions in the best manner to answer effectually 
the purpose intended — Congress in my Humble Opinion 
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ought to be Cool, uniform and firm in what they do on 
this head, — Taxation, if not impeaded by other means 
will restore the Money much sooner perhaps than Con- 
gress apprehend for by this means without distroying 
one Bill, one half the Money at least will be Taken out 
of Circulation and the people will soon be amazed to 
see the Money disappear, without hearing that any of it 
is distroyed. This position will appear evident to you 
when you consider, that from the moment the present 
Tax is Collected — (if the plan is pursued) there will 
always be at least Sixty Millions of dollars Locked up 
in the Treasuries — and as fast as any part of this sum 
is dealt out to supply the exigencies of the war it ought 
to be supplied, by the Taxes coming in ; — I think there 
can be no doubt but a Sum equal to what I have men- 
tioned will always remain in the Treasury, that is be- 
tween the hands of the first collectors, and those that 
pay it out to the people again ; and while it is there, it 
will be out of sight and out of Circulation. 

But if Taxation has been too long neglected and is 
now too slow to supply your present demand it is bet- 
ter to borrow, than emit any more money — but not 
upon unusual interests — a higher interest than usual, 
holds out that the people are not ready and willing to 
support the publick Credit, and that the security is 
doubtful. An accumulating interest, to be in propor- 
tion to the increase of the quantity of money, holds out 
that you intend to emit more — That is that you will 
make the Monster yet more Terrible, that has fright- 
ened every body almost out of their wits already — 

Borrowing is a measure I never would advise if the 
necessity of our circumstances did not drive us into it 
by being past the opertunity of better means — but as 
we are now circumstanced borrowing may have an 
extraordinary good effect, if the Measure is wisely con- 
ducted. That is if the friends to America would form 
themselves into bodies, or small Societies, and every 
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man subscrib'd according to his abilities to lend the 
publick at usual interest and each Society to appoint, 
one or more of their Members to Take a Certificate for 
the gross Sum they all Subscribe, in trust to receive 
and pay each Member his interest annually and his 
principle according to the Term of lending. 

This is the mode the friends of the cause are en- 
deavouring to promote here, that all persons whatever 
may have an oportunity of Subscribing — 

When I see large Societies formed in your City to 
promote their own particular Sentiment about the Con- 
stitution of Government, I cannot think they would be 
backward in a Measure of this Sort which possibly may 
be the Means of Saving the very existance of that Gov- 
ernment. 

The mode that I would advise in your City would be 
this Let each Class of the people according to their 
calling associate together — and let the Merchants, who 
we may Suppose the Monied Men begin — Their example 
will soon be followed by the rest — 

This would Convince both our friends and enemies as 
well abroad as at home that the people are determined 
to Support the publick Credit — and the only hope that 
Brittain now has would vanish in a moment. 

Once this example is Set, he that is able, and does not 
follow it, will give the Strongest proff of his disaffec- 
tion and ought to be regarded accordingly. 

There is few evils but what has benefits proportionate 
attendant on them — war cannot be carried on without 
supplies and the high prices given for them for Twelve 
Months past has incouraged the Merchant and the 
farmer in such a degree that we see, industry, enter- 
prize and plenty abound every where — So that in my 
private view (notwithstanding the state of our 
finances) our circumstances is the most flourishing that 
they have been since the war began 
[Not signed] 
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Thomas Rodney to C. A. Rodney. 

P.G. 1 April 30th 1788. 
Beloved Son 

I wrote you a letter some days ago but as I went from 
home on business did not send it so that you will prob- 
ably git both together — I have hardly had time to read 
enough of Freneau to give a correct opinion of his 
writings — but some of them I find (when the Muse in- 
spired) are very fine — other peices can hardly be called 
poetry being without that Harmony of Expression 
which distinguishes Poetry from Prose for it is not 
Rhiming that makes Poetry but that Harmony of ex- 
pression which runs through every verse and admit of 
its being Set to Music— If the Poet writes when his 
Mind is not in this Harmonious Tone, his verse dwindles 
into the Mere Gingle of Ehime — and tho the expression 
may be both witty and elegant it will not be Poetical — 
Col Parke raised my expectations very high in favour 
of Markoo & Freneau, but I do not think that either of 
them Surpasses himself in Poetical Genius — The publi- 
cation of his death was premature — it was done by some 
of the Maryland wags with whom he had Spent part of 
the winter, for at the Time the paper came out he was 
with me down at Lebanon Farm- — and while there 
wrote the peice on Cooper's Spring which was in the 
next paper — He sent two peices to the press last week, 
one a discription of the States, & the other of a rural 
life, probably one of them will be in this weeks paper — 
Your attention to books is such as I would wish it, and 
this will no doubt enable you to Acquire a vast fund of 
knowledge, but as the human mind is not capable of 
containing the whole of that knowledge which is most 
useful it is best to avoid incumbering it with that kind 
of Trifling knowledge which is generally useless — a 
young Man therefore in Acquiring knowledge should 
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be directed to such knowledge as is necessary to enable 
him to Shine most in the principal caractor which he ex- 
pects to Act in life — Your particular business will be 
that of a Lawyer, but when you arrive to Eiper years, 
you will have to act as a Statesman, and this requires 
the most extensive knowledge, in the History and con- 
duct of Nations, of the Conduct of particular great 
Statesmen, of the government, Manners, disposition, 
produce, Manufactories and Commerce of our Own 
Country, and of its principal Statesmen and the like 
knowledge of all Countries that ours may be connected 
with, and this knowledge Should be well arranged and 
Systemized that you may know how and when to apply 
any and every part of it to the advantage of your Coun- 
try, for the advantage and prosperity of a mans Coun- 
try should be the persute of every great Stateman. 
Your schools will furnish you with all that radical 
knowledge that is necessary to precede this, to wit a 
knowledge, of the languages, of Mathematics, of 
Natural & Moral Philosophy, Logic Bhetorick & Ora- 
tory &c. &c. Your Study of the Law will furnish you 
with a knowledge of the Law of Nations, and the Laws 
of Your Own and other Countries, and these are all 
necessary to form the Stateman. There is a nother 
thing very requisite in all the business of life, that is 
to be acquainted with the world as it is generally 
Termed, that is to know the wisdom, the views, the 
weakness and the folly of men in general and to possess 
that easy and polite address which enables a Man to 
pass through Company and business with every class 
of Man kind with ease to himself and agreable to others, 
for this address will carry a man forward faster than 
the Strength of a Herculess, but this should always be 
accompanied with that dignity and integrity which is 
void of Meaness, for whenever a great man descends 
to Meanness the very people who seem pleased with it 
will. in their hearts dispise him — Thus having pointed 
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out the proper Objects of your persute it may be some 
direction to you what books are proper for you to read, 
and to know what kind are not worth your reading — 
The Memory is like a blankbook which contains just so 
many leaves, now if you fill any of these leaves with 
useless knowledge you will have so much the [torn] 
room for that which is more useful — The [torn] of 
great legislators, Historions and Poets are most worthy 
of attention — Such as Moses, Solon, Lycurgass, Herod- 
otus Thucidides, Tacitis, Plutarch, Homer, Virgil, 
Shakespear, &c. and Telemaschus tho ' a Novel is worth 
your reading and sutes very well with the present 
period of your life, because it is a very good direction 
to the proper objects of the best knowledge 
God bless you adieu 

Thomas Rodney 
N. B. I intend to set out today for Wilmington— I got 
Wilmington yesterday your sister is well. May 4th 
1788 — Shall stay here three or four days. 

Thomas Rodney to Thomas M c Kean. 

Poplar Grove Aug'. 13th 1789 
D r . Sir 

Your Letter by my Son came Safe to hand and I read 
the contents with great pleasure— I return you my Sin- 
cere thanks for your friendly attention to him, and 
your good advice for his future welfare — and I must 
beg you to be so kind (when you have the opertunity) 
as to present my best respects and Sincere thanks To 
the Trustees and professors of the University of Penn- 
sylvania for their assiduous care of his Education and 
the Honorable approbation they have given of his Con- 
duct, and his progress in the Sciences — My Parental 
wishes could not be more gratified at present than in 
seeing him thus dismissed from that accomplished 
Simenary of Learning, fraught with the early knowl- 
edge and principles of Virtue, Liberty, Philosopy and 
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Truth — I am well acquainted with the Merits of Docfr*. 
Maygaw but have not the pleasure of being acquainted 
with Doct. r Ewing, but Caesar Speaks of him witli the 
greatest veneration and respect — is greatly pleased 
with his mode of instruction and Speaks almost in rap- 
tures of him as a Philosopher and of his Extensive 
knowledge especially in the Sublime Science of Astron- 
omy. May they continue to Spread the Seeds of knowl- 
edge and distribute the fruits of wisdom among the 
rising youth of America, and to Elumine their minds 
with the love of Virtue Liberty and Mankind Until 1 the 
unerring ruler of the Universe shall please to call them 
to higher Scenes of felicity. 

As to Politics I sincerely regret our wanting the de- 
gree of wisdom which would enable us to enjoy the full 
benefits of that Liberty and Fine Country which Provi- 
dence hath blessed us with, and particularly lament the 
lack of this in our own State — while the particular In- 
terests which once followed you and my brother were 
united by your wise and convincing counsels, in Spite 
of all the exertions of disaffection, the State main- 
tained its dignity and Credit through the Eevolution — 
and this System operating some time after the close of 
the war carried the whole government into the hands 
of the Whigs — Elate with this Success and considering 
you as fixed in another State the Interest which was 
guided by you arranged themselvees under another 
head, which lacks both the Talents and the disposition 
necessary to conduct them — unwise measures of course 
soon divided the wig Interests and thence it has declined 
to a mere Statue of imbasility, while the opposite side 
has risen up and got possession of the whole govern- 
ment not by their own Strength but by the weakness of 
their antagonists. 

As to myself having lost Several of those connections 
which was most near and dear to me it sunk my Spirits 
into a distaste for the hurry and busttle of the world 
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and inclined the mind to retirement alone. Yet when 
called on by the people or the government I have Stead- 
ily adhered to those principles and that police which 
conducted us Safe through the revolution but Local In- 
terests and private views has rendered everything of 
this Sort too Obnoxious to have a prevailing influence 
Such are the times but I hope the experience of America 
will soon Teach her how to distinguish between wisdom 
and folly, & between True and false Patriotism. 

I doubt not but the rage for office is very great — The 
present Moment is big with importance and I hope the 
President and Senate will conduct it with wisdom — The 
high Ministerial officer requires Men of the best Talents 
and fitness — but Most care is requisite in filling that 
high Court which is to possess greater powers than any 
other of the kind in the world it is my wish that you 
may be among the number that will be appointed to 
fill it. 

I am Sir with great respect your sincere friend 
and most obedient 

Thomas Eodney 

Thomas Rodney to C. A. Rodney. 

Dover Bastile, Oct' 28th 1791 
Beloved Son 

Since I wrote the letters which were to have gone by 
Lane — and the other to you and one to the Chief Jus- 
tice I was told by a friendly Member, of Assembly that 
the Members of N. C. & S. were disposed to have Jus- 
tice done in my business next Sitting, but My Adver- 
saries are doing every thing for total distraction before 
that time & the Convention too may probably prevent 
another Meeting of the present Assembly — The friendly 
assistance of the C. J. If it was but to inspect the 
measures here would operate as a remedy for every- 
thing is carried on and justified by the most artful 
means of falsehood — Procure if possible a writ of Error 
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Out of the Federal Office, and send down for I would 
prefer that Measure if I can ever git the Cause removed 
here, to our own Supreme Court — hut consult the J. C. 
— I shall send all these letters Express by Harry — This 
time will surely require all your fortitude and your 
Sisters but you must Summon up all your Eesolution 
and Trust to that God, whose Infinite wisdom and Jus- 
tice can never prefer Evil to good further than Evil 
may be necessary to bring about good— I saw him Save 
America when it was at the last verge of dispair. Let 
us not depart from our Confidence in him, and if it is 
his will that I must perish under the hand of Oppression 
I must perish and he will bless you and your Sister — 
God be merciful to you My Son and bless you & your 
Sister and all that may befriend you — Adieu 

Thomas Rodney 
Let Harry return as soon as possible, and bring the 
writ If you git one — The Sale advertised is to be on 
the 8th of November — So that the cause must be re- 
moved before that time — But if the C. J. should agree 
to Come down then you must Take the Horse Harry 
rides and send him down by water — Let your Sister 
continue under the care of M rs .M c Kean and no where 
Else if you come away — 

Thomas Rodney to 0. A. Rodney. 

Dover Bastile Nov r . 2 d 1791. 
Beloved Son 

I wrote to you today by the Post but as the Iris will 
go off tomorrow I thought best to write by her least 
there Should be any Miscarriage by the Post — I advised 
in my other letter that you should sell the Iris for what 
she would bring if you have an Opertunity and put 
the Money in the bank — if not that you Should come 
down in her — or Some other vessel as Soon as may be 
— for one view in Selling the lands at this Time is to 
waste or distroy the property that is on them ; and you 
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know it is not in my power to Take any care of it but 
at second hand & the Tenants are all incouraged in 
wasting This kind of work has been very painful to 
me but as I wrote you in my other letter my Struggle 
is over and I can only now do what may appear as a 
temporary duty, without any of their depredations giv- 
ing me further — And it is very necessary for you to be 
here to Take proper care of my papers also — The aspect 
of my past letters perhaps may appear Pensive to You 
they are So but they do not mean anything Melancolly 
it is that Sweet and Solemn Serenety which arives in 
the mind after an extreme Arduous Struggle, and See- 
ing everything Estimable and Sacred laid waste; the 
mind rises above the ruins and views all the world as 
something not worth an Endless Struggle, and as in- 
ferior to Some thing which at Such Times appears far 
more Excellent & Sublime — but what calm prudent care 
may yet be taken as I am Circumstanced I shall en- 
deavour to do untill you come down, but for Aught I 
know the More Mischief they do the Sooner it may pro- 
duce a remedy — but for my own part since the end of 
the revolution I would have preferred retired quiet to 
all things else ; and my Struggle has been forced on me 
Merely by endeavouring to fulfil my duty as a person 
in Trust to my friends and those that have been dear 
to me — The fires mentioned in Philad a . And Some other 
Circumstances which appear Indicate that Some Awful 
things are approaching which I ment d . to You Some 
Time ago — Such Communications have been frequent 
to me and have always been verified because they are 
from that Spirit which rules all and I have Seen that 
his Ordinances are not to be avoided by any human 
wisdom or power because he rules Man with as much 
Certainty as the Planets but there are very few to whom 
Such Communications are frequently made — but you 
are not to let the mention of Such Ideas have any more 
influence on the sedate and Steadiness of your Own 
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Mind than reading a Chapter of Isaiah would hav 
The Mind that receives certain revelation ought to re- 
spect it hut at all other times to Act Agreeable to the 
Steady dictates of reason because this is its Momentary 
and constant recreation and [torn] Nature governs it 
those Objects and [torn] that reason results. Eeveala- 
tion only comes [torn] on those great Occasions which 
reason [torn] to. I have one letter to write your sister 
on the organs of Sense & the operations of the Mind, 
and I am almost afraid too that these Subjects however 
beautiful are almost too dry for her at present, 
God bless you, adieu. 

Thomas Rodney 
N. B. M r . Miller says that the Errors being on the 
proceedings Subsequent to the Jud'. will make the Sales 
void, if the Errors are made appear In the Superior 
Court therefore we have procured a writ of Error to 
remove the Cause to the Supreme Court here and M r 
Miller has engaged to give all his Attention to it that 
will serve us. 

Thomas Rodney to Capt n : Joseph DrisTcel. 

Tuesday Sept r : 15 th 1795. 
D r . Sir 

I feel no disposition to concern in Politics but when 
the Importance of the occasion seems to require it. — 
The present period appears Important — Our commerce 
is intimately connected with two great Nations who are 
now waging Inviterate war against eath other — Our 
present Interest appears to advise our Observing a 
perfect Neutrality in respect to both these powers, if 
they will permit it, so far as it is admissible by previous 
Treaties, and such has been the voice of the People, as 
well as the government of America. In persute of this 
Object the government has lately Entered into a Treaty 
of Amity, Commerce, and navigation, with one of those 
Powers which seems to be offensive to the other, as well 
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as to a great part of the people of America who think 
that government ought to have obtained a better one, 
That is one on Terms of perfect reciprocity, or none at 
all — Whether the Government or people are right in 
this respect I will not presume to determine, as I am 
not in the cabinet and therefore not acquainted with 
those circumstances which might have influenced the 
conduct of Government, Yet I am inclined to think as 
the people do, that better Terms might have been Ob- 
tained — But I hardly think the voice of the people previ- 
ous to the negociating the Treaty Justified the govern- 
ment in persuing that Spirited conduct which would 
have been requisite in obtaining such Terms, for to 
have done this, the American Envoy must have in- 
formed the Brittish Court that if they would not Treat 
upon, and admit Terms of perfect reciprocity, America 
would Enter into no Treaty at all, but would immedi- 
ately unite her force with France in the war against 
them. — But however that might have Turned out amer- 
ica now stands in danger of being handled ruffly by one 
Side or the other, if not by both — Is there not danger 
then that we must Submit in a disgraceful manner to 
violent depredations on our commerce or be involved 
one way or another in their war? Yesterday you ap- 
peared to think war was approaching fast and that the 
old defenders of the Revolution would be again wanted 
to defend the rights and Independance of America — 
If so is it not material for the people now to consider 
with Serious attention who they will make Their rulers 
— for this is the day of the hundred Elections when this 
Operation commences- — 

Who is fit at this Important time to be your Gov- 
ernor? Even common sinse must answer, some person 
who is fit to command your militia in case of war — The 
parties or rather the leaders of the Parties, have nom- 
inated two persons One of them I am not acquainted 
with, the other I respect as a Citizen, and he has this 
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in his favour that he was Second in command in the 
first Delaware Regiment, but was considered by the 
Regiment (however amiable otherwise) as not calcu- 
lated for a Soldier— The other I am told is a Doctor 
— I think we have tried Doctors Enough in that Sta- 
tion—What did Doctor M K— do in it? Subjected 
the State to the loss of its Governor, Records and 
Money, and left it without Protection or defense at a 
very Material period of the war — And what has Docf. 

C done in that office? Why Truly appointed all 

the Tories and Refugees he could find in Civil & Mili- 
tary Officers — The business of Docf. is to take care of 
the health of the people — The business of Lawyers is 
to take care of their civil affairs. It is the business 
of Soldiers to defend and Protect the community — None 
but Soldiers then are fit to be Governors, Especially in 
Time of war. 

Y r . most Obed\ 

T. Rodney 

Thomas Rodney to G. A. Rodney. 

Dover Sept r . 8 th 1800. 

My Son 

The only Letter I received while you was gone abroad 
was dated at Boston 29th of July, but have heard that 
you returned home well — suppose you did not go to 
Halifax tho ' I wish you had as it would have been worth * 
seeing. We heard that Little John was ill while you 
were gone but that he had recovered again. It is a good 
deal sickly here — Lavinia has the ague at times yet, & 
both Robin and Mary — & I have had two pretty severe 
fits of it but do not feel much the worse yet and hope 
it will not return — Major Patton has had a stroke of 
the Sun & goes to Wilmington to seek better health — 
The political Thermometer seems very low here. The 
Feds have got Divided & the Demo's hardly seem 
United — The people are much in favour of a Change 
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and I am apt to believe would Effect one if there were 
men in the Democratic Ticket in whose knowledge and 
Experience they could confide, and I do not know but 
they may rush that way at any rate — some think they 
will — but great exertions are always made here toward 
the Election and when there are Exceptional persons in 
a Ticket they are held up to view for the purpose of 
Distroying the whole — This goes by the Major — give 
my love to Susan & the Children. 

Thomas Rodney. 
P. S. 

I am determined to prosecute my right to Billy's 
Lands and wish you to Enquire whether M r . Bayard 
is engaged by the opposite Parties, if he is not, I wish 
to Employ him. 

T. R. 

Thomas Rodney to C. A. Rodney. 

Dover Oct. 8 th 1802 
My Son 

You are Elected to Congress by a majority of Sixteen 
Votes — Bayard's Majority in Supra was 723 The first 
Tidings was brought hear between 12 & 1 Oclock to day 
by J. White an Express sent by the Feds — but you will 
hear from Sussex by the stage which is as soon as this 
will reach you — The Feds here Curse Owen one of 
their & say he favored the Democrats and White 

Says that if the governor Commissions Owens who is 
but 7 votes behind Robinson that the Democrats will 
carry their Election next year. If this Could be relied 
on doubtless the governor ought to Commission him— 
For they have Sett the Example in this Case — and be- 
sides Robinson being one of the Old Traitor Brude 
ought to be avoided if possible — Bishop has won a hun- 
dred Dollars of Docf. Sykes on your Election — The 
Money was staked in Docf. M c Kees hands. — Bishop & 
S. White had a brush in the Courthouse on the Elec- 
tion Day — Bishop unhurt White marked a little. After 
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this some of our Street fellows Paraded & the lads be- 
came very quiet — Sykes & White who had made the 
greatest bluster were Totally silenced On the Evening 
of the Election all Sides thought it would be close & 
Many of the Feds were doubtful of being beat yet it 
Turned out bad in Trent to what was Expected — how- 
ever the Whigs never behaved with more Activity than 
on the Election day but the other side had the advantage 
of all the Officers of Government to aid them, however 
the success of the General Election in your favor has 
spoiled all the joy of the Feds here. Their Triumph 
has sunk to an Ovation of little note — New Castle de- 
serves Immortal Praise on this Occasion — and 

this morning at Dover told me that at the Time he 
betted a sute of Cloths with M r . Read that you would 
have 1000, majority. Then he Tho'. you would get 
Eleven hundred but Nat Eead had provoked him to bet 
ag\ his Judgm* yet he happened to win The whigs here 
Intend to have a great Dinner on the occasion at which 
no doubt there will be much rejoicing. Further after 
receiving the returns from New Castle went off to Sus- 
sex — We are all well and it is generally healthy yet 
there are some deaths — Young Harper's wife & old M r9 . 
Ham were buried today — Bassett went off this Morn- 
ing before we heard from Sussex. 

Thomas Rodney 

(To be continued.) 



